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Enhancing 
Lives 
through 

E
nvironm

ental 
C

onservation: 

A
 

Short 

N
arrative 

of 

K
honom

a 

Village Hormila 
Zhingkhai 

Introduction 
Environm

ental 

elem
ents 

like 
the 

land, 

river 

system
s, 

forests, 

m
ountain 

ranges 
etc. 

have 

always 

played 
a significant 
role 
in 
the 

making 

and shaping 
of society 

and 
its 

history. 
It was 

broadly 

assumed 
that, 
the environment, 

typically 
in 
the 

form
 

of climate 

and 

topography, 
and som

etim
es 

in 
the 

form
 

of disease 
or 

other 

'natural' 

hazards, 

dictates 
the physical 

and 

mental 

characteristics 
of a society, 
its 

modes 
of subsistence, 

its 

cultural 

life 
and 

political 

institutions. 
It even 

determines 

whether 
a 

society 
is able 
to 

scale 
the 

heights 
of civilizations 
or is 

confined 
to 
the 

depths 
of savagery 
and 

barbarism
 

(Arnold, 

1996: 
10). 
At 
the 

same 

time, hum
ans 

transform
 

and 

alter 

their 

environment 

according 
to 

their convenience 

which 
in 

consequence 
has 
an 

im
pact 

on 

their 

social 
and economic 

life. 

This 

fact 
is 

pertinent 
to 
the 

present 

human 

society, especially 
with 

regard 
to 
the 

environment-related 
issues 

such 
as 

climate Change, 

global 

warming, 

deforestation, 

degradation 
of land, 

conflict Over 

land, 

water 
and 

forest. 
and 

development 
and 

livelihood 

issues 
that 

we 
are 
undergoing 

In 

India, 
we 

are 

facing 

diverse 

environmental 

issues 

such 
as 

deforestation, 

degradation 
of land, 

water 

scarcity 
and 

floods, 

faine, chvironmental 

pollution, 

bio-diversity 
loss, 

displacement 
of people 
from neir 

ancestral 
land 
and 

home. 
loss 
of 

livelibood 
etc. 
On 
the 

other 

hand, Chipko 

Movement 

(1973), 
The 

Silent 

Valley 

(1978), 

Jungle 

Bachao 

now. 
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An Angami Perception of 

Beckoning for Inter-cultural Criticism 
Nature: A 

Dialogue and 

Anything and 

Dominic Meyieho 

In the contemporary culture, the Human relationship with the Naht. 

that of subject and object, i.e. the Human as mistress/master and the 
Nature as resource. Contrary to this view, this chapter presents the 
relationship between the Human and the Nature from an Angami 

perspective, in whose culture the differentiation between them is minimal. 

The Angamis perceive themselves as part of the Nature and play with its 
seasons. In the light of the above two perceptions, the chapter invites a 
cross-cultural dialogue and mutual criticism. 

Contemporary Scientific Perception of the Nature 

To the world of science and technology, the Cosmos exists only for the 

Human use, experiment and to gratify a proliferation of his/her needs. 

value bears the label of humanistic. A key figure in developing everything in the Cosmos to be meaningful and have 

humanistic and scientific approach to the Cosmos was 
Francis Bacon. 

The humanistic approach to the Cosmnos 
perceives the Cosmos. 

for the Human experiment. It perceives the calling 

as exishng 

of the Human as 0 

humanistic and scientific approach to the Cosmos is 

anthropocentk put the Cosmos into test and perfect the imperfect 
Cosmos. Th' 

and not cosmocentric. Therefore, the whole endeavour 
of 

humanistu" 

approach to the Cosmos is to build the Human 'estate' by 

Cxperimcntig' 

and putting the Cosmos into test (Hawkin, 2004: 29). By 
doing so, the 


